THE EMPIRE OF THE RUSSIAN NOBILITY IN THE 18TH CENTURY

Barshchina (forced serf labour). From "A Mirror of the Village"
18th century

sunrise and finished only at dusk. To compel obedience the landlord
had to possess great power over the peasants. An ukase issued by
Catherine in 1765 gave a landlord the right to exile his peasants to
penal servitude for being "insolent." Two years later the peasants
were prohibited from lodging any complaints against their landlords.

In the second half of the 18th century the purchase and sale of
peasants became very common. Landlords often sold their peasants
apart from the land, "for shipment." Villages and families were sold
wholesale, and frequently peasants were separated from their fami-
lies, and children sold separately from their parents. The price of a
peasant varied according to his sex, age, physique, and calling. Land-
lords were known to have sold girls at 10 rubles apiece. At the same
time they paid hundreds and even thousands of rubles for pedigree
borzoi puppies. Advertisements for the sale of serfs were openly print-
ed in the official newspapers side by side, with announcements of the
sale of cattle, dogs and miscellaneous chattels.

The landlords' power over the lives and property of the peasants
led to monstrous crimes. The case of a woman landholder named
Saltykova is aa example of the savage tyranny that was rife among